Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 150 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; disorder in main residue; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.115; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.4.
Related literature
For general background to o-hydroxy Schiff bases, see: Stewart & Lingafelter (1959) ; Calligaris et al. (1972) ; Maslen & Waters (1975) . For the photochromic and thermochromic characteristics of Schiff base compounds, see: Cohen et al. (1964) ; Moustakali-Mavridis et al. (1980) ; Hadjoudis et al. (1987) ; Xu et al. (1994) . For a related structure, see: Yü ce et al. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Cg1 is the centroid of the C8-C13 ring. Data collection: X-AREA (Stoe & Cie, 2002); cell refinement: X-AREA; data reduction: X-RED32 (Stoe & Cie, 2002); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999 (Farrugia, ). et al., 1980 Hadjoudis et al., 1987) . Photo-and thermochromism arise via H atom transfer from the hydroxy O atom to the N atom (Hadjoudis et al., 1987; Xu et al., 1994) .
The molecule of the title compound ( Fig. 1 The title molecule is not planar; the dihedral angle between the two benzene rings is 21.23 (9)°. An intramolecular O1-H1···N1 hydrogen bond ( Fig. 1) generates an S(6) ring-motif.
The crystal structure is stabilized by weak C-H···π interactions involving H14C and C8-C13 ring (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
A solution of 3-methoxysalicylaldehyde (0.5 g 3.3 mmol) in ethanol (20 ml) was added to a solution of 2-ethylaniline (0.4 g 3.3 mmol) in ethanol (20 ml). The reaction mixture was stirred for 1 h under reflux. Single crystals of the title compound were obtained by slow evaporation of an ethanol solution (yield 72%, m.p. 339-340 K).
Refinement
The ethyl group is disordered over two orientations with occupancies of 0.598 (6) and 0.402 (6). Atom H1 was located in a difference map and refined freely. The remaining H atoms were placed in calculated positions and constrained to ride on their parents atoms, with C-H = 0.93-0.96 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) and 1.5U eq (C methyl ). 0.0384 (7) 0.0358 (7) 0.0318 (6) 0.0057 (6) 0.0169 (6) 0.0043 (5) C13 0.0271 (6) 0.0332 (7) 0.0338 (6) 0.0025 (5) 0.0146 (5) 0.0020 (5) C8 0.0290 (6) 0.0337 (7) 0.0315 (6) 0.0053 (5) 0.0117 (5) 0.0016 (5) C14 0.0491 (8) 0.0413 (9) 0.0362 (7) −0.0070 (7) 0.0220 (6) −0.0083 (6) C11 0.0358 (7) 0.0316 (7) 0.0345 (7) −0.0002 (6) 0.0148 (6) 0.0000 (6) C7 0.0307 (6) 0.0404 (8) 0.0318 (6) 0.0055 (6) 0.0116 (5) −0.0002 (6) C2 0.0402 (7) 0.0450 (9) 0.0350 (7) −0.0007 (6) 0.0132 (6) −0.0004 (6) C10 0.0381 (7) 0.0329 (7) 0.0372 (7) 0.0013 (6) 0.0193 (6) 0.0050 (6) C3 0.0531 (9) 0.0507 (10) 0.0350 (7) −0.0020 (8) 0.0143 (7) −0.0054 (7) C1 0.0299 (6) 0.0454 (9) 0.0340 (7) −0.0001 (6) 0.0088 (5 
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)
Cg1 is the centroid of the C8-C13 ring. 
